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COUNCIL PASSES TRENCHING
ORDINANCE TO PREVENT COMPANIES

FROM DIGGING UP CITY STREETS

COUNCILMEMBER ATKINS HAD PUSHED FOR
NEW POLICY SINCE MID 2001

In an effort to curb the wasteful practice of repeated
trenching and unnecessary resurfacing of city streets by
utility companies and contractors, the City Council passed
atrenching moratorium September Sth that will prohibit
any company from trenching a street within three years of
the street’ s last recongtruction or resurfacing.

Thisisanissuel firg took up as chair of the city’s Public
Safety and Neighborhood Services Committee. In May
of 2001, KGTV Channel 10 chalenged meto take a
leadership pogition on thisissue and try to develop away
to coordinate infrastructure projectsin the city, especidly
asthey related to street repair. This ordinance addresses
amgor part of this coordination effort.

We have dl seen theill effects caused by utility trenchesin
our newly repaired streets. Not only is this a complete
waste of money, but it has been proven that this grestly
undermines the life of the Street.

The ordinance had been pending since December 2001,
but was put on hold while the city concluded its Franchise
Agreement negotiations.

Under the ordinance, acompany that trenches a city
Street that is not scheduled for or in need of resurfacing
would have to do one of three things: pay an excavation
fee, resurface the street, or provide the city with a
warranty for the work.

By implementing this ordinance, we will now be able to
ensure that the integrity and life of our city streets are
maintained and that precious city resources are not wasted
because of alack of coordination. The establishment of the

proposed moratorium alows us to better coordinate al of
our capital improvement projects and maintenance work in
the city right of way. By implementing these actions, we are
ensuring that the quality of our streetsis not compromised.

Specificaly, the ordinance establishes a moratorium on
trenching city streets within three years of a resurface job
and one year of a durry sed project. After the one-year
moratorium for durry seded dtreets, utilitieswill be required
to re-durry streetsfrom curb to curb in yearstwo and three,
instead of just patching the areas that have been trenched.

The new trenching
ordinance will help
keep unncessary
street resurfacing to
a minimum, thereby
reducing costs and
= inconvenience to
~__ residents.

The proposed ordinance provides flexibility to alow the
necessary work to occur and will aso hold thosewho do the
work to an appropriate standard that protects the quality of
our streets.

Additionally, under the ordinance al utilities and city
departments will be required to correct or repair their work
within 30 days. And in October of thisyear, dl utilitiesdoing
work on city streets will be required to attend a full-day
workshop on the best methods for restoring city streets.
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COUNCILMEMBER ATKINS, POLICE
CHIEF LANSDOWNE PLEDGE SUPPORT
TO HELP COMMUNITIES REACTIVATE
NEIGHBORHOOD WATCH

At ajoint news conference held Wednesday, September
3rd, at the North Park Community Service Center, our
new Chief of Police, William Lansdowne, and | announced
our desire to help didtrict resdents reactivate the hugely
successful Neighborhood Watch programs which helped
reduce crime in Didirict Three by more than 50 percent in
the mid to late 1990s. The news conference was
prompted by arecent increase in the number of violent
crimes over the past month, including three murders, onein
North Park and two in Mid-City.

One of the toughest, |east-pleasant aspects of being an
elected officid is hearing that one of your condtituents has
been murdered. Police Chief Lansdowne and | want to let
the public know that we are aware of these crime and are
deeply concerned when any violent crime occurs in our
neighborhoods.

Councimember Atkins was joined by (I to r) North Park Main Street
Executive Director Jay Turner, Police Storefront volunteer Pat Laughlin,
North Park Community Association member Vicki Granowitz and Police
Chief William Lansdowne at a press conference to help reactivate
Neighborhood Watch throughout the district to keep crime rates low.

For the better part of the last 10 years, we' ve seen crime,
especidly violent crime, greetly reduced throughout the
city. In fact, San Diego is the safest large city in the United
States. We ve been vigilant in holding off what many
percelve as an imminent increase in crime rates nationwide.
So any time it gppears that crime, particularly violent
crime, ison therise, it gets my attention, as well asthe
attention of the police department.

Chief Lansdowne and | have pledged to work with
residents to reactivate Neighborhood Watch programs as
one response to growing concerns around increased
crime.

Throughout the  90s, Neighborhood Watch programs
gprang up in neighborhoods across the city, and in record
numbersin our district, with more than 200 active watches
going strong a one point. Combined with Citizens Patrol,
and as part of the police department’s overdl plan of
neighborhood policing, crime dropped steadily throughout
the decade. However, as crime rates dropped in the latter
part of the 1990s, many of the Neighborhood Waich
groups either disbanded or smply cut back on their
activities. | believeit’ stime to re-energize and reectivate
our Neighborhood Watch groupsin an effort to help the
police department keep our crimerates a the low levels
we' ve come to enjoy over the past 10 years.

Neighborhood Watch is a community-based program
which encourages residents to keep watch over their
neighbors homesin an effort to cut down on the number
of crimesin ther neighborhood. 1t origindly started in the
1960s as away to decrease and deter the number of
burglaries occurring throughout the country.

| have asked my staff to begin working with neighborhood
associations and organi zations throughout the digtrict to
begin to identify where Neighborhood Watch groups
previoudy existed, and take the appropriate stepsto
attempt to re-form and reactivate them.

Throughout the years, Neighborhood Watch has grown
from an “extraeyes and ears’ approach to crime preven-
tion to a much more proactive, community-oriented
endeavor. It was the adoption of community policing by
locd law enforcement agencies that most greetly contrib-
uted to the resurgence in Watch groups over the years.
Neghborhood Watch fits nicely within the framework of
law enforcement/community partnerships, and Neighbor-
hood Watch meetings can be a useful forum to discuss
neighborhood problems and practice problem-solving
techniques.

| look forward to working with Chief Lansdowne, the
loca palice officers, and community members to make
Neighborhood Watch a vitd component in our law
enforcement dtrategy for the didtrict.

To volunteer to start or be amember of a Neighborhood
Watch program on your block, contact my office at 619/
236-6633.

Councilmember Toni Atkins

202 C Street, MS #10A

San Diego, CA 92101
Telephone: (619) 236-6633

Fax: (619) 595-1481

Email: ToniAtkins@sandiego.gov
TTY: (619) 533-6586

How To
Contact Us
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STATE-OF-THE-ART PLAYGROUND OPENS
AT NORTH PARK COMMUNITY PARK

| was pleased to join with community members on Satur-
day, September 6th, to officidly open the new $1.6 million
North Park Tot Lot Project a North Park Community
Park. The project isunique in that it integrates educationd
and public art festuresinto the design of the playground
and its equipment.

This playground is the culmination of years of design work,
community input and countless mestings with city saff, and
| couldn’t be more pleased with the final product—the art
and education features are outstanding. Providing in-
creased park space and recreationa opportunities for our
Mid-City youth continues to be atop priority for me, so
opening this playground was especidly gratifying.

Conceived by ONA Inc. Landscape Architects and North
Park’s own Stone Paper Scissors, the North Park Tot Lot
Project is believed to be the firgt playground in the city
designed by artists who specidize in public art. The
playground was built by Heffler Congruction, Inc.

#¥8 Dozens of local children

“  joined with Councilmember
Atkins (I), Park and Rec
Director Ellie Oppenheim (c)
| and Stone Paper Scissors
public artist Lynn Susholtz
(r) to cut the ribbon opening
the new playground in North
Park.

« | The playground includes
| alarge, dlimbable frog
that makes and identifies
.. 19 different sounds of
. various species of frogs,
and offers arefreshing
mist of water from its
mouth. Thefrog themeis
Ml VBRI incorporated throughout
the park, WhICh has avarlety of activities, including a
station where pulleys can be used to draw up sand to
activate a sand-driven pinwhedl, amap of the solar system
imprinted on the sdewak with congtellations thet children
can easly identify, aswell asalarge sand areq, and
benches and play areas under many of the festures. The
frog doubles as atime capsule containing the wishes of
neighborhood children.

North Park Community Park, which comes under the
jurisdiction of the North Park Recreation Council, is
located on Idaho Street between Lincoln and Howard
avenues.

PERSHING PORTAL PROJECT BREAKS

GROUND

Also on Saturday,
September 6th, | and
many who attended
the North Park
playground opening,
joined with other
community members
ahdf-mile away to
break ground on the
Pershing Portd
Project.

An artist's rendering of the
Pershing Portal Project at
28th Street, Upas Street
and Pershing Drive.

Located at the intersection of Pershing Drive, 28" Street
and Upas Street, the project is apublic art and pedestrian
entryway into the greater North Park community and the
five-block area known as the David O. Dryden Historic
Didtrict, recognized by the 16 unique one-story Craftsmen
bunga ows and two-story houses build by contractor
David Owen Dryden between 1911 and 19109.

This project represents the collective consciousness of an
entire neighborhood, and brings together the past and
present in a sunning design that will serve as asgnature
gateway into this historic community.

The entry plaza at 28" Street will permanently close the
Sreet to through traffic, and for the first time will provide a
continuous curb line dong Upas Street from west to esst.
The landscaped plazawill be a the same levd asthe
exiging Sdewak, and will include both stamped and color
sdewaks and plagues commemorating David Dryden and
hiswife, Isabel Rockwood Dryden. Concrete towers 7.5
feet high with copper roofs will mark the entry, and a
guote from the late, esteemed historian and longtime
North Park resident Don Covington will be stamped into
the pavement between the entry towers.

The project had its genesisin the late 1980s when North
Park residents, including Phyliss and Tom Shess and Don
and Karon Covington, sought to close off 28" Street to
through traffic. After compiling traffic records and with the
support of surrounding neighbors, the street was closed
off in 1993. Shortly theresfter, the Pershing Porta Project
was conceived, and funding for it has been pieced to-
gether over the past 10 years. Loca residents will pro-
vide funding for temporary maintenance and irrigetion of
the project until it can beincluded in a permanent Mainte-
nance Assessment Digtrict.

The project is expected to be completed by late 2003.
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TALMADGE TRAFFIC CIRCLE OPENS!

| was pleased to join with County Supervisor Ron Roberts
and residents of TAmadge on Saturday, August 16™, to cut
the ribbon marking the completion of the first phase of the
Tdmadge traffic circle located at the intersection of Adams
Avenue, 49" Street and Lorraine Avenue.

Councilmember Atkins and County Supervisor Ron Roberts join
Talmadge residents in cutting the ribbon signifying completion of
the first phase of the Talmadge traffic circle project.

The project wasfirst conceived in the mid 1990s by
neighborhood members seeking to improve traffic flow
and safety at a confusing intersection.

A badgc tréffic crdlewas ingaled at thelocation in early
1999. However, shortly after its congtruction, residents
voiced concerns with the aesthetics of the circle and
decided to form a maintenance assessment digtrict to pay
for an upgraded circle complete with irrigated landscaping,
adecorative wdl, lighting dements and eventualy areplica
of one of the historic Tdmadge gates that serve as gate-

ways into the community.

NEW DISTRICT THREE GRAFFITI
PROGRAM UP AND RUNNING

I’m pleased to announce that our newly formed Didtrict
Three graffiti remova program is up and running. This
promises to provide a greater level of service to the
congtituents of our district as we work together to remove
greffiti from both resdentid and commercid properties
and reduce blight in our neighborhoods.

Thisisafree service provided by Urban Corps through
funding that was made possble by a partnership with my
office and the Price Charities Foundation. Currently, this
service isfocusing on the City Heights area through
November, but dl Didtrict Three residents are en-
couraged to phonein graffiti to the Graffiti Hotline at
1-800-829-6884.

REGIONAL TRANSPORTATION CENTER
BRINGS ALTERNATIVE FUEL AND
VEHICLES TO MID-CITY

On Friday, August 8", awide range of eected officids,
community members and trangportation officids officidly
opened the Regiona Trangportation Center (RTC)—the
most comprehengive dternative fud center in Cdifornia In
fact, it offers the widest range of dternative fuels west of
the Missssppi River!

The center, operated by Pearson Ford of City Heights, is
located at 415 Street and El Cgjon Boulevard, directly
above the I-15 freeway. The RTC isuniquein that it
includes non-profit educational resources dong with for-
profit commercia components, namely the sale of dterna
tive fuds and vehides a highly competitive prices.

The newly opened Regional Transportation Center at the intersection of
41st Street and El Cajon Boulevard, just above I-15.

Inits heyday, El Cgon Boulevard wasthe premier
showcase in San Diego for auto dederships. So, in redlity,
we ve come full circle with this project.

I"'m pleased that the City’ s redevelopment agency
partnered with Pearson Ford and the Ford Motor Com-
pany to make this project aredity, and I’'m truly proud of
the work of our redevelopment saff. Timeand timeagain
they have come through for us throughout the digtrict.

The Agency was amgor source of both funding and land
for thisproject. They helped relocate the residents and
businesses displaced by this congtruction, while dso
helping to expedite the permits. And the congtruction on
this project was about as quick asany |’ ve ever seen—it
took less than Sx months to actudly build this Sructure, so
you have to be impressed with that!



